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vocabulary, and the multiplicity of the themes with
which he dealt, are alike wonderful. But he was not
alone in his greatness. Few may now be able to say
that they have read the whole of the " Faerie Queene,"
but Edmund Spenser's poem remains the greatest of
allegories in verse, a worthy counterpart in English
literature to Bunyan's " Pilgrim's Progress." In poetry,
too, the same age produced Ben Jonson, whose repu-
tation would have been much greater had he not been
overshadowed by his great contemporary and rival in
the dramatic art, and even the " Arcadia" of Sir
Philip Sidney, dull as it is, is not wholly destitute of
merit. And the genius of the time was not confined
to one or two branches of literature. Hooker pro-
duced his deeply thought-out " Ecclesiastical Polity/3
a contribution of lasting value to the study of
political theory, Camden shed light upon the anti-
quities of his country. Gilbert wrote upon natural
philosophy, and Hakluyt told of the many lands to
which his countrymen had voyaged. To the era of
Elizabeth belong also the names of Bacon, whose
versatile mind led him to write upon nearly every
subject possible and whose ability caused him to
illuminate them all, Burton, the compiler of the
strange " Anatomy of Melancholy; " and Raleigh,
who was author, politician, courtier,and explorer at one
and the same time. The energy of the period shows
itself in this brilliant literature ; it led to a new force
of expression, vigour of style, and great originality of
thought, and made the Elizabethan era the most
splendid in English literary history.

But there is a deeper significance to be attached to